FREEDOM FOR ASTRID PROLL 




Why did she leave West Germany? 

Astrid was arrested in May 1971, in West Germany, as a suspected urban guerilla. Before her trial, she 
spent three years in prison, two in solitary confinement. In the ‘silent* wing of Ossendorf prison, near 
Cologne, Astrid was tortured by sensory deprivation - the complete absence of normal light, movement 
or sound - for a total of four months. Ulrike Meinhoff, who spent 231 days there, described it like this: 
'. .. the feeling that one's spine is drilling into the brain , that one 
is pissing one's sou! away . . . the feeling that a whole layer of skin 
has been torn away .' 

As a result of this treatment Astrid suffered severe circulatory collapse. Her trial in 1974 had to be 
halted because prison doctors warned that she would die if it continued. Released to a clinic, she made 
the decision to get to England. 


Why are we fighting her extradition? 

If tried and convicted in West Germany, Astrid couid well receive a heavy arid vindictive sentence, 
reflecting the current political atmosphere and repression there, rather than anything she might have 
done. When arrested in London, Astrid said: 

7 do not expect to survive if / am returned to Germany .' 


Who is Astrid Proll? 


Astrid Proll came to London from West Germany four years ago. She was known among her friends and 
co-workers as a sincere and committed woman. In her work as a gardener in Hackney, as a fitter’s mate 
in Lesney’s East London factory and as a teacher of mechanics to young, unemployed people, she 
established a reputation for uncompromising resistence to oppression and authoritarianism. Friends 
enjoyed her support and help in childcare, and her personal support. Women who attended her classes in 
car maintanence found her a sympathetic teacher. 


NO RETURN TO GERMAN PRISON TORTURE 


MARK RUSHER (IFL) 


NO TO THE SYSTEMATIC VIOLATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN WEST GERMANY 


West Germany Is politically and economically the most powerful state in Europe. To achieve and main¬ 
tain this position, it has also become a repressive state ... in many ways reminiscent of the Third Reich. 

Since the beginning of this decade, and in particular the last three years (while Astrid has been in 
London), various security laws have come into force. Presented to the public as a means of curbing 
‘terrorist’ activities, the real purpose of these laws is the control of all democratic and progressive forces. 

- any conscious use of democratic rights, any active protest or resistence is legally monitored by 
security officials. 

- these activities are portrayed in the media as ‘criminal’, and criminal proceedings are taken out 
against the people involved. 

- the rights of lawyers and defendents are severely restricted through the state’s interference in 
political trials. 


SOME REPRESSIVE LAWS AND PRACTICES 

The Contact-Ban Law - any prisoner, sentenced or in custody, can be barred from ail contact with 
other prisoners and the outside world, and this includes solicitors. 

The Law for the Protection of the Communal Peace (May, 1976) - while it has always been possible 
to prosecute those who engage in activities ‘hostile to the state’, under section 88a, penalties can be 
incurred by anyone who: ‘displays, suggests, presents or otherwise makes accessible ... matters ... 
hostile to the state.’ 

Berufsverbot — a practice of interrogating and then rejecting any applicant for jobs in the public sector 
— for example, teachers, social workers, hospital workers — on the grounds of their political belief. 

Expulsions from Trades Unions — it is possible to expel people from trades unions if they belong to 
left-wing parties. Several hundred people have lost their job in this way. 


NO EXTRADITION FOR ASTRID PROLL Every TUESDAY at 10 am we picket the remand 

hearing at Bow St. Magistrates Court, bring your 
banners. 

RESTORE THE RIGHT TO A FAIR 
TRIAL IN WEST GERMANY 

Every MONDAY at 7.30 pm we meet to discuss 
the campaign, at 109 Backchurch Lane, El. 
Come and join us. 

END THE SYSTEMATIC VIOLATION 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN WEST GERMANY 


Cheques to FAP Account No. 50062315 Co-op Bank, Leman St, London El. 



